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We lose time ; my command, or my example,

May move the soldiers to the better cause.

You'll second me?                                        [To PALA.

Pala. Or die with you: No subject e'er can meet
A nobler fate, than at his sovereign's feet.         [Exc&nt.
[Clashing of swords within^ and shouts.

Enter LEONIDAS, RHODOPHIL, PALAMEDE, EUBULUS,
HERMOGENES, and their Party > victorious]
POLYDAMAS and ARGALEON, disarmed.

Leon. That I survive the dangers of the day,
Next to the gods, brave friends, be yours the honour;
And, let heaven witness for me, that my joy
Is not more great for this my right restored,
Than 'tis, that I have power to recompence
Your loyalty and valour.    Let mean princes,
Of abject souls, fear to reward great actions;
I mean to show,

That whatsoe'er subjects, like you, dare merit,
A king like me, dares give.

Rho. You make us blush, we have deserved so littk,

Pala. And yet instruct us how to merit more.

Leon. And as I would be just in my rewards,
So should I in my punishments ; these two,
This, the usurper of my crown, the other,
Of my Palmyra's love, deserve that death,
Which both designed for me.

Poly. And we expect it.

Arga. I have too long been happy, to live wretched.

Poly. And I too long have governed, to desire
A life without an empire.

Leon. You are Palmyra's father; and as such,
Though not a king, shall have obedience paid
From him who is one.    Father, in that name
All injuries forgot, and dyty owned.         [Embraces him.

Poly. O, had I known you could have been this king,
Thus god-like, great and good, I should have wished